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fided to the mails during the period extending between
1892 and 1896 were filled with the most scurrilous remarks
concerning the unfortunate " Lottchen von Preussen.''
The letters imputed to the countess almost every crime
under the sun. Inasmuch as her husband's principal
friend was Baron Schrader, who was of course frequently
seen in her company at the races and at the opera, it natu-
rally followed that she was charged with an altogether ques-
tionable intimacy with him. In fact, she was accused of
sharing her favors between him and the emperor, and in
the letters that reached both the kaiser and his consort, it
was asserted that she was, moreover, in the habit of con-
stantly boasting among her friends about the influence
which as "Sultana" she was able to exercise over the
ruler of the German Empire.
It was on the receipt of one of these letters that the
emperor without a moment's warning abruptly ordered
Count and Countess Fritz Hohenau to leave Berlin and to
transfer their residence to Hanover. The count and count-
ess were not long in discovering the cause of their dis-
grace, and bitterly incensed, at once resolved to leave no
stone unturned in their efforts to discover the culprit.
In this determination they were supported by the
" WillyJJ von Hohenaus, by the various members of
the Hohenlohe family, by Baron Schrader, Baron Hugo
Reischach, chamberlain to the Empress Frederick, Prince
and Princess Aribert of Anhalt, the latter being a grand-
daughter of Queen Victoria, Prince and Princess Albert of
Saxe-Altenburg, and last, but not least, Baron von Tausch,
the chief of the secret police attached to the particular
service of the emperor.
I have already mentioned that suspicions had at first
been directed against the empress's only brother, Duke

